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METHODS Data
The primary data for this analysis were the 1999 and 2000 waves of the National Youth Tobacco Survey. The National Youth Tobacco Survey was designed to provide nationally representative data on tobacco-related issues for a sample of students in grades 6 to 12. (For a detailed description 11 In addition, we constructed a variable indicating whether a state had launched a significant antitobacco media campaign.
To examine the effect of prices and regulations, we estimated logistic regression models of the probability of current cigar use. (Current cigar use was defined as having used cigars during the past 30 days.) All estimates were weighted and standard errors were adjusted to account for the complex survey design. Descriptive analyses indicated that the pattern of cigar use varied dramatically by gender, 2,3 so we estimated models for the full sample and for each gender.
For ease of interpretation, we presented the marginal effects from the model, which were calculated at the mean values for all variables, and measured the change in the probability of cigar smoking attributable to a one-unit change in the explanatory variable of interest. In addition, we calculated the participation price elasticity of demand for cigars. The elasticity was calculated as the percentage change in cigar smoking participation resulting from a 1% change in the price of cigars.
RESULTS
Almost 14% of the males and 6% of the females reported current cigar use (Table 1) . Additionally, the average price per cigar was $0.72, and most of the respondents lived in states with youth access and clean indoor air laws. The state-sponsored media campaigns were not very prevalent.
The logistic regression results, presented in Table 2 , showed that an increase in the price of cigars was associated with a reduction in cigar use in the full sample and males-only model. The elasticity estimate implied that a 10% increase in price would reduce cigar use prevalence in the full sample by 3.4%.
The cross-sectional nature of our analysis limited our ability to make causal inferences. 
DISCUSSION
The preceding analysis addressed the effects of policy on youth cigar demand, a neglected area of inquiry on the part of health policy researchers. More important, our results suggested that policymakers have a significant opportunity to reduce the prevalence of youth cigar smoking by raising federal and state excise taxes. Currently, cigars are taxed at a lower rate than are cigarettes, even though they produce similar, devastating health effects. 12 In fact, the federal excise tax rate for cigarettes is about 3.5 times higher than it is for cigars. When we used the elasticity estimate of -0.34 for the full sample, we calculated that approximately a 5% reduction in the prevalence rate of youth cigar use could be realized if policymakers at the state and federal levels simply taxed cigars at the same rate as cigarettes.
